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Dances with dragons

Erupting volcances, deadly bacteria, political unrest? Just another
day on the job for two of Canada’s lop adventurers

“T weas just anuized when §looked at 303
mips ol the place.” says Frank ol
about the iskand of fava, *1 was wotadly
struck by the wpography and felt imre
sistibily clrasn o da this jowrmey.” With
pariner Kevin Vallely, Wall will sample
all dimensions of 13 volcanoes along the
spiley Loo0-kilometre-long backhone of
the Tndonesian island on what hey've
chubibacdl the “Chasing the Dragon” cxpe-
dition. Starting in Indenesia’s capinal,
Taleasta, the padr will cyele o the Base of

each volcano, run o the lop, seramble |

down, hop on their bikes. then pedal to
the next fire-hreathing peale Their goal:
e cennplens this wesi-to-east, vo-clodg-
ing line dance i about 20 days.
Atancing between theny and that goal
e pestential erupiions, infeeion and
insurrection. Many of the T0,000-foot-
plus volcanoes on the Canadian duo’s
“rey el listare stll aerive, Tiareven with-
ol the threat of molien kava lapping
at their heels, gashes from a fall on
the pravity-assisted scrambles could
bring the epic 1o an abrupt end, “The
bacterin there are the size of whales.”
says Wolf. He and Vallely will wear
sloves
wounds from the sharp lava rocks,
immediately clean any cuts they do incur
and pack plenty of high-test, broad-
spectrum antibictos, A freclance corres-
pondent based in Jakara has oalso
wiarned them they will he arriving, in
early Seplembern, jus &

aned  kneepadds 1o oward  off

!.\.p _" lﬁ

as the island is expected 10 impeach
its first democratically clected leader in
A& vears,

The way dtevear-ald Vallely sees it
this Liest i is sinqaly the e gig in
their respective advenlure resumes, A
Freelance architcot in Vancouver, Vallely
spent 53 diys last vear becoming the first
prerscn Calong wath twar pariners) o ski
the entire I,800-kilometre length of
Alaska's Tditarod dogsled trail. ®Adven-
e trvel 35ncr abenr killing vourselr,”
savs Vallely, whe compeles internation
ally with Canada’s Team Subaru Out-
Fack adventre meing team. “IUs not like
climbing, or exirdme skiing, or {irs
descents in paddling. It's more about
exporing, doing new things each time,
in e cnvironmenis.”

Wolf, teo, bristles at the sugpestion
that aspiving adventurers must ratcher
g the risk opeotient with every subse-
quent outing, “Upping the ante cach
time s not the right reason for doing
it,” savs the Al-vesr-old, whose day
jorly s oselling skis and paddiing gear
at the Mountain Equipment Co-op in
Vancouver, “1t's all abour mizing things

upr Tor o completely different kind of

expericnce. This time it's oyvcling and
running, Other wips have heen cance-
ing, or |'.:11r".1ki1|1.;.” Fro 1905, Wl e

. i

the firsl cousi-lo-coast. crossing of

Canada ina single paddling season. Last

veir e spent thiee months se-kivik-

ing ancd wlhitewsater kayvaking in Thai-
lane, Malaysia and Indenesia.

The “sheer minss of
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that awails
thins in Indonesia holds

a strange fascination for

Wanllely, “Wee're poing o

plhace with 110 million pes-
ple—about four times the pop-
ulationy. of Candda—Iliving an an
psbined that's Lo00 kilometres long,
or roughly twice the length of
aneeiiver Bsland, Itowill
alopost e oo relaxing break
tor go up the volcanaes and
get away fromoall those
[reople,” —Cireg By

Flame Wars

An irreverent guide to the hot
topics In the Canadian outdoors

GREEN: fires put wt
AMBER: smouldering discontent
RED! blazing controversy

PARKS CANADA BUDGETS

2.8 MILLION FOR NEW WARDEN
UNIFORMS, DISHEY MAY BID TO
DESIGN THE ACTION FIGURES,
PARKS CANADA REJECTS
WARDENS' REQUEST TO BE ISSUED
HANDGUNS FOR PROTECTION.
HOPEFULLY. THEIR NEW LNIFORMS
WILL BE SEWN FROM KEVLAR.

.;E'r-m;w ;ﬂ: a..wm:p FROM
LAST NATIONAL PARK. THE REST
15 SILENCE (AT LAST),

CANMORE DEVELOPER MARKETS
GOLF COURSE AS A “WILDLIFE
CORRIDOR." BUT ELK MUST PAY,
GREEN FEES If THEY WANT T PLAY
THROLIGH,

IMPRINT OF BIGFOOT'S BUTTOCKS
Fqum IN WASHINGTON FOREST,

B ?sfﬁ‘sﬁumw JOINED THE
BRAWN DRAIN, OF 1S THE LATEST
FIND JUST & SUM WRAP?

era'.mum FOOTPRINTS LATER
DdEW?ERED IH ONTARID'S POLAR
BEAR anrmcl.u PARK, THE
HEARS, FOiLE Eﬁ.SﬂlJMEH WENT
BEST WITH & ROBUST AUSTRALIAN
CABERNET

BANFF PARIK RADIO GOES ON-LIME
AT WWW.FRIENDS OF BANFECOM,
BROADCASTS (NCLURE TRAIL
REFORTS, BEAR WARNIMGS AND
SHEILA COPPE SPIMNING *HOOREDR
OM ¥ODELS."

COMBINED WILDLIFE-FEDESTRIAN
UNDERPASS TO BE BUILT IN 50UTH
EDMONTON, M. GRIZZLY ALWAYS
HAS THE RIGHT OF WAY.
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