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m CANADIAN CHALLENGERS
Canadlans fared well Inthe latest
Eco-Challenge (explore, Novem=
ber/December), as all five Canuck
teams managed-tonavigata New
Zealand's south Island and finish the
race this October: Taam Subary Out-
back (Bth place), Team Advair (10th],
Team Schick (13th), Team Advl|
{2B8th) and Team Marrell (28th}. For
some gompetitors {IIKe Team
Salomon/Ece-1ntarnat, Wwho won In
under five daysl, the route praved
more a sprint than the ultimate ultras
marathen=which has organizers cans
sldering more "oreative” obstacles,
suech as a cholce of routes or the need
to bullg rafts from scratch; for next
year's race.

m END OF THE CHASE
Frank Waolf and Kevin Vallaly
had to cut shert thelr expedition
through Indonesia (explore; Septem-
bar/Detober) due to the post-Septem-
par 11 war on terrorism. The Vanoou-
var adventurers still had six

voleanaes [alt on their "Chasing the
Dragon' tick=list, a5 they tried to
eyele the lengkh of Java and hike up a
dozen of the Island’s voloanic paaks.
Atter several unsetfling encounters
with passing drivers.and Islamic mlli=
tiamen who assumed they were Amer-
icans; the pair declded to head home
early. "Adventuring In the largast
Muslim country 8538 [(had |s declared
against Westerners makes for entar-
taining stuff,’ deadpanned Vallely.
"The' Canadlan flag on my pack didn't
seem to make the slightest diflerence
to the guy scoping us with a rifle"

E WORTH HOWLING ABOUT
Listed |ast March as a "specles of
special concern,” the Eastern wolf
got some good news. Alter decades of
research, three years of commitiee
study and a twa-month public com-
mant perlod, the Ontarlo government
announced a8 A0-month moratarium
on hunting and trapping wolves in tho
four townships surrounding Algon=
guin Provincial Park, where an estl=
mated 180 to 170 walves five.
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o 4l thie lottest GfE-piste skicrs oo the
planct—lud o climlranocher two hoes
to restch the op, Tougher sl She was
live meanhs pregiane,

Uher e small mincle bappencd: Fortier
Felt her by move Tor the fiest tirme. He
solledd and kicked fortle restal thes climb
ansd theong e the competitien, and
Ferticr's cnergy sosoel T was on such
a high,” she remembers, “undd i listed
unifil e el of the season”

She and beer Sweclish parmner, Ning
Capvist, ploced scoond al e TLE, pation
als el then went on lo the powder-cisht
warld champicnship in Blue River, B,
where they casily beat the other women.
“1owvas hacd for me to bend over, so 1
couldn't even clean the snow off my
boots,” Forticr ughs, ©0 heaed one of
the Duwrapean skicrs say, “Whar is she
doing here? She should be in hospital,™

FOutir's spor s one af the more
abscure disciplines o the world of sld-
i, vel silser one of the most glamaraus,
Helicoplers [y tundems o the top of
nteacked mountin slopes, aod then the
Pvwrs sleies desoend wogether, linking their
tarns o forn perfect fgure cighis,
[ulges st thie bottenrol the oo e come
petirons on the size and symmetry ol ther
wurns, s well as the speed of their runs,
using a syaent Lhat's o iy sterious—and
SOTEeTines s contentious—as ol of -
e skating. :

The first world chinmpionship was
st ly Miloe Wicgcle Heli-skiing in
08 E e the sleepy town of Bluc River,
Chver the yesis, The competition has
evolved inwa lercely competitive even,
arracting sliers from some of the mes)
fanneus resorts n the weorlcl: 5t Anton.
st Moritz, Getaad, Vail, Wlastler

Ty 44t Foatier ancd Oovistwere wiorl-
i s skl tatructoes in Beaver Creck,
Colorado, when three-lime poweder-
eight wortd champ Frang Fochsherger
nartived Tortier's skills on e slopes,
CHe skicd up te e aned ekl me afon
poeder eights," savs Foctder “then he
suigaested T lnd a purtner.” She picked
Crepwist, o [riend and sometime racing
sival, andd they tsined with Fuchsheraer
fo the est ol the season, Then, e heir
mentor s dismay, the o women Teal
Fuchslerer—alongs with all the other
men—Lowin the T899 L5 nationinds s
dospolin e world championship,

THE MOM-TO-BE (LEFT} CELEBRATES
ANOTHER POWDER-EIGHT VICTORY

Tawin a powder-cight eyent, athleres
st coniline he agaressivencess of me-
wad skivrs, the linesse of leestvlers ol
the near-telepathic teamwork -of ice-
dancers. “Catherine hus ol ob hesearrl-
ures,” says Fuchsherges, whe adeds thi
s guick-learning: pupal also bencfis
fro her background in dosenbill rcing,
“Nou need 1o lave o Teel Tor speed.
M T moceriadn smeunt of rading
ERPeTiCRUe, YOu arn't going osin in
touliy™s competitions.”

Alter the 1999 natdomals, however, the
By tade started o omevel. A Tew weeks
Feliooria thie weoarlols, Oacpeist blow oo o knee
Hggarvent el Fostier wis diagnoescd with
a brain e The paie stll compeied
b dlice’t even make e loals an the
choanpicnships. Bat afler a sunmner ol
medical treatment o bathe they o
back stronper than ever plaving second
b s 20000 L35, notionals—helbind Foctis-
berger and his pamnes and then win:
ning the women's winl champrionship,

Last sieason, they Lecd o ditlersnt ehal-
lenge when, just after Chiristomas, Forticr
learmned she was pregnant. While the
pair continued o train, Fortier lelt her
energy waning. She considered guil-
gy, Tt Cepeist compeneed her e cont-
pete, dssuring her there would e no
pesstre, and they skivd o thede pocim
Tivvislies o Joeclkeson Tlobe and Blos River

Foortior mavee Dirth o ler son, Jackson,
an the end af Julv, and sievs thar 20025l
likely bt Trer Base year of conmpetition,
Fuchsherzer Tas veriredl, soothe way is
cleste Tor Farier andd ©3gvist o nalke the
LLS, panronals again, Aned, ol course, back
in Blue River on Apeil 13, they want o
capiure the world championshp foo o
hired year runming. This tine, Der powse-
cler ey will b on e sidelines instead
af in the race.
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