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THE OTHER LONG ISLAND

Far from the bustle of modern Nassau lies
the Bahamas best-kept secret, EL)

On ice bikes across Alaska:

SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 2003 SECTION |

ANCIENT MEET MODERN

Life in Moroceo is a constant contrast of theold
and the new, the mysterions and the familiar EIl -~ -
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, the Xpedition beg

amazing expedition that commeneed in Yokon orritory

and ended on the west coast of Afaska, When he reached
Nome on March 29 he carvied with him copies of newspapers that
e hael packed ae the seart of his trip, bringing what was then the
Litest news to the residents of the community.

Todday Kevin Vallely, Frank Wolfand Andy Sterns Ty out of Van-
couver on their way ta Dawson City ta follow the tracks of Fd
fesson and and those of May Hirschberg, anather explorer who |
fache Hhe same toip o same spring, areiving in Noire in May of 1900,
Hirsehbwrg cefebrated his 20th birthday on the feail fn a series of
weekly artivles in the Travel seotion throughout Mareh The Van
couver sun will follow their progress, Vallely, Woll and Sterns
carry with them eopics of today's Vancouver Sun and Stattle Post
Intelligencer, which they will deliver to Nome in honour of their
predecessor and traithiazer,

I the freesing cold Febrvary of 1900 2 voung nan began an
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Kevin Vallely (left) and Frank Wolf are ready for a long ride.

o vout boys think you're cabin perched on an cscameem tale of a young prospector bal- swampy patch of land at the LN
pretty tough, don't yar mvertnoking the mighty frozen  (ling his way across an unforgiv-  confluence of the Yukon and a4 Y- ¢ e vt
- says Jay Heller, the mayor  Yuken River, ing landscape of ice and snow, Klondike rivers, Dawson City i i
of the small native community “Well; back in 1900, there was becoming a local hero: an  became the classic boomtown, " 2 S .
af Ruby, who has kindly let us this young fella named Jesson  Alaskan legend. Tt would fla_a swelling to a size of 40,000 sed A
bed down for the night in his who rode his bike clear ‘cross  year later that I would find out  people, and becoming the largest s &
cabif. Alaska from Dawson City to  that the story Jay told us was  Canadian r:ilfy west of Winnipeg, e
1t's March 2000, and two  Nome, That's a thousand miles  actually true, The irony of the Klondike Gold iy
friends and I are-making 2 on a bike. In the middle of win- ~ The late 1800s was a special  Rush is that virtually all the gold
marathon ski traverse feross’ tler; over a century agol You see  period for the Yukon and Alaska, fields were staked a year before o ,f g
Alaska, We met Jay that morning  boys, we Alaskans are a different  Gold fever had swept the conti- the stampede and all that was left -
as he was checking his trap line, kinda breed ... " fent and a rag-tag flotilla of thou-  for would-be millivnaires was

and he invited us to his little log

Anid so it went: an unbelievable

sands made their way north to a

See YOUNG PROSPECTOR E2
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*ELIMITED QUANTITIES, CONDITIONS

APPLY... GET THEHE EARLY!l

All the latest information on
travelling to Europe in 2003!

Empire Landmark Hotel
Sunday March 2,

Call now for details!
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oung prospector couldn’t ride

From E1

hard labonr, poar wages, and
despair So, 11 the fallof 1899,
when rumours E_I.I:aﬂ_pﬂ o echo of
i gold strike o Nonis thousands
of fdle stampeders started Head-
ing north down the Yukon River,
AL first they travelled by boat,
but as-winter ook hold they
woidd stact to use dog teams,
lashing all their worldly posses-
sions to-sleds and pliding down
the frozensurface of the river,
Ed Jesson hited come th aliska in
1896 10 prospeet tor gald, and was
running 4 small trading post in
Star City, abbul 190 lin (120

milesddown river from Dawson;,

whep he slampede to Mo
Bipan b1 1899, Hi would se@ fivst
hamd the worn out men and dogs
strugebing on theit way Lo/ Nefie,
and Fgurad thede Hid to be @i
casicr way, '
Writing in-hig dia?” . that my
fever was up Lo the breaking,” jes
son decided it was time to join
the ranks and Headforth Inired-
ibly; ke would de it by bicyele:
The bieyele, or “wheel™ 45 it
wan often referred (0 ten, was in
factapopularmeans of
[rnsporiation at the turn of the
century, and gUmerods journeys
of varying lengths had heen
miade to and fromthe gold fields

of the Klondike: Its doctmented

that two, and possibly four,
individuals made thie amazing
2000-Kn journey [ Dawson

tn Nome by bicyele; bat ft would

be Ed Jesson's j h@hﬂl wiuld

eateli pEﬂEIB{H migination,
Jessan kept a defailed dinry of

lifs Famous pide sud it would

prove to be otie of the best per-

d 3 GLEMM El\BLD.."'GDU |'.' H 5“
ﬂ% Vallely [at handlebars) and Frank Wolf display one of their
fillly loaded bikes. Vallely, Wolf and Andy Stern of Fairbanks,

Alaska are riding from Dagon City tolNgma,re-cyppting 2,
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Next morning I went down to the A.C. store and got
the wheel, I could not ride it ... Anyway I had (o
stay in Dawson eight days to learn that wheef .. 1
took about 25 headers into the snow and the dogs
would jump on top of me and almost smothered me
.. this was the only fun they had all winter so [
played the rabbit and tryed to keep ahiead of them.

ED JESSON
Fobruary 1908, Dowson City, Yukon Territory

tendency to become thick and
unworkable in extreme cold; so
all pur bearings have been
repacked with a special lnbricant
Lo combat this,

We've cquipped the hikes with
double-wide aluminum monster
rims that will allow us o ride a
huge tire, At very low pressure,
with little risk of a pinch flat,
Amazingly, this makes riding on
snow possible. On the front and
back af the hike we have racks to
carry panniers, and a small
oné-wheeled trailer, on which to
tow our heavier pear,

‘We have fitted special down
pogics on the handlebars that

will shield our hands from the-

wind and keep them Insulated.
The result is a ruther unique
looking three-wheeled contrap-
ton specifically designed for the
task., : _ _

Clothing for cold climates is a
tricly affair requiring a theee<day-
er system to be most effective.
i:losest o the sldn we wear mis-
tuee wicking Lifa underwear —
tup and bottem — with an
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you finish). Finally, when we do
stop for &n {!x,tEndYEﬂ period, we
will cocoon ourselves in our
specially dcsiﬁned down jackets
and pants which will keep us
warm without the necessity of
physical movement.

Rounding out our gear needs
are, -50C down sleeping bags
made by the French down
apparel manutacturer Valandre,
and a four-person arctic expedi-
tion tent from Morway's
Helsport, Designed for expedi-
tions to the Morth and Soutlh
pioles, this tent can withstand the
waorst that Alaska can throw at
us. With boots that are rated to
100 C and gloves designed flor
high altitude mountaineering, [
think we've got the cald licked.

The physical preparation for
such an cendeavour is
different from what one might

‘expect. Tt consists predominantly

of taking it easy and trying to get
fat. Going into something like
this supremely fit would leave
you tHred and {lat within weeks,
O the trail we wiﬂl!:p: averag-
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LA (INTES MANCOUVER SUN
Heavy-duty Insulated boots are
neaded for the team's cycling
trip across Alaska.
conditions up north T know we're
in for a clagsic adventure, Alaska
is experiencing a4 vear of low
snow and Inconsistent tempera-
tures this year making our route
challenging. Certain sections of
trail are routinely dropping to
-40 ¢, while other sections have
had above zero temperatures.

There is lots of snow in some
sections and none In others, The
swift-moving current of the
Yukon River creates hazardous
ice conditions at the best of
limes; as a result, the seesawing
temperalures of this winter have:
increased the danger somewhat.
Add to this, wild animals, ground
hlizzards, and the otter remote-
ness of this part of the wur_l_d and
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