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They made it! Bikes on Ice team pulls into Nome

Kevin Vallely

ICEBIKERS

LAS VEGAS

In the freezing cold of February,
1900, a yopng man nared Ed Jes-
son bepan an amuazing cycling
expedition that started in Yukon
Territory and ended on the west
coastof Alaska: When he rode his
hicyole fnto Nome o March 24, he
carried with hinr copies of news-
papers that he had packed al the
start af his trip, bringing what was
then the latest news fo the resi-
dents of the community. Kevin
Vallely, Andy Sterns and Frank
Wolf (’y Teft ta right in picture) left

AMSTERDAM

Dawson City, Yukon, to follow the
rontfe fesson blazed, Lost Wednes-

iy, April 2349 days after setting
off they completed rhe:":‘t;uurm?

The day is clear, still and warm
as we make our away around
Cape Nome and sce our destina-
tion for (he [irst time. Back in
1900, residents of Nome sur-
w:,red the Cape with field glass-

8 for the arrival of dog teams

and were stunned to see Ed Jes-
50N dppear on a bicycle. The
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reaction is similar today. Ouwr ride
into town is met with waves,
honks and looks of quitzzizal syr-
prise. I gaze out to the ocean and

sée that breakup has beaun. We

made it by the skin of our testh,
Our arrival on the Alaskan

coast more than o week agn coin-

cided with a warming trend, and

-our trail started to melt bn[‘nre

our eyes. We made it to the vil-
lage of Shaktoolik late in the
evening after a12-hour push from
the old reindesr herding station
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of Egavik, but it doesn't get dark
until near midnight these days

“and the town was still hummmg :
“You missed it by two hours,”

cried principal Jim Martin fmm
the second-storey window of the
large metal-sided building that is
the school here, “Ihe first belu-
g of the season, it's on the beach
behind the buﬂding Beluga and

walris are still being hunted here

and everyone is proudly hoasting
their evenmg’s SUCCEss,
“Arrived in Shaktoolik, the
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lonsiest looking layout T ever saw,
The North wind howling and the
cabin more than full as the wind
had been foo strong and drifted
trail for them to pull out.”
Although an unfair description of
this tiny native community today,
Jesson's diary notes reflect the
reglity of a vﬂ]a%ﬁ-pcmhed om the
edge of the world, Situated along
a narrow breakwater extending
25 km into the Bering Sea,

Shaktoolik is utterly cxposed.

‘See THERE'S NO PLACE G7
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‘There’s no place like Nome’

From GL

Crashing surfl washes huge slubs
of jce jusl metres from buildings,
and the only street in town is per-
petually drifted with snow from
the relentless ground blizzards
that hammer this area. T so0n
understand Jesson's feelings of
eloom and Intimidation.

The storm that aceompinied us
for most of the day has abated bt
another is o its heels and is com-
ing in from the wrong direction,
Blowing snow and high winds
wake us early (he next morning as
a big southwestetly makes cross-
ing the 50-km stretch of sea ice to
Koyuk a dangerous propesition,
"The loeal search and rescue squad
is meeting in the school and warn
us against travolling. “The wind is
from o very bad direction,” says
one team member, *1 wouldn't
head out there now,” This concern
expressed from a guy who rides

his snowmobile on the heaving:

edge of the ice sheet just to have 4
little fum.

We wait 4 day until the storm
subsides and make a dash for a
smill shelter cabin 20km away al
the edge of the dee. Tt's on this sec-
tion that Max Flirschberg, who,
like Jesson, rode his bicycle ton
this route; nedrly drowned and
lnst his poke with $1,500 in gold
dust,

“The days were warmer and ...
warter was flowing in the creeks ond
rivers, As I erossed the Shaktoolik
River, I hroke through the ice,
Wetter wag running urider the sur-
fave e, although there was still ive
ot the bottom of the river, I suc-
ceeded in breaking the mghce fce
and, hanging an to my bicyele,
reached the opposite shore”

These words echo i our ears as
the river is again flooded and we
delicately mike our woy across |
pressure ridge Lo the adjacent
shore. Aller a lew hours, we catch
a glimpse of an endless expanse
ol white extending to the horlzon,
the seq lee of Norton Sound.

The weather holds and we
imalee tiar crossing at {lest Hght A
north wind brings incooler
weather, leaving a hard and fast
trail 1o the opposite shore, A nar-
row band of sea ice extends along
the shoreline townrds Nome and
becomes our frequent path aver
tlie following days. Several miles

=t - s i
Andy Sterns, Kevin Vallely and Frank Woalf reach Nome, Alaska,

=

the end of thelr 49-day Blkes on lce Journey from Yukon.

out of Flin we notice our first arc-
tic fox racing across the ice, Curi-
ous black biebs dot the ice and, Lo
our surprise, one of them Tifts its
Liead and disappears below the
surface. Seals and their breathing
holes are everywhere,

We continue down the coust
passing through the village of
Elim and seon head overlind to
reach the sea ice of Golovin Bay,
In Jesson's day, lravellers would
cross this sound, make another
short portage and return to the
shore ice for the trip mto Nome:
Warmer temperatures have made
this route impassable for decades,
so we head inland and make 4
long, hilly (rayerse through the
tundra and willows of the coastal
range. We approach the final
ridgeline hefore the coast, and a
lone snowmabiler appears, head-
ing directly fous, He's read about
our trip and congratulates us on
our journey, “I'here's a grizzly
bear just over the rise, it's just off
the trail™ he says In passing and
roars 0ff on his machine, leaving
us with our mouths agape, Feign-
ing bravery we march onwards
through the slush but see no evi-
dence of the bruin.

We spend our final night at the
small shelter cabin that sits on the
edge of the “gold-lined” beach
that strelches all the way Lo
Mome; the one that brought the
thousands here in a quest for gold,
Arnchored to the ground with
cables and with a beacon on the
ronf, the Topeock eabin has saved
many lives, Storms packing hurti-
cane force winds regularly batter
|his coastline and words of thanks

are serawled all over the Inside
plywood walls of this lve-metre
by (our-metre shelter, “Blowing
like hell, 60) knots or better,” and
“Been here 4 nights and we're
running out of food” are just
some of the hundreds of notes
covering the walls.

We spend only afew hours at
the cabin and are on the trail by 4
a.m. The riding is fast and a tail
wind comes on the outskirts of
Mome before we have a chance o
reflect on exactly whal is happen-
ing. OIT in the distance is the city
that we'sve been -strugigling to
reach for 49 days. Unlike Jesson
and Hirschbers, Mome for us is
stmply the end of our journey, not
the reason [or it

Ed Jesson was hailed as a hero
when he reached Nome because
he brought newspapers from the
outside world to the ice-bound
residents of the city, Musicians in
the big dance hall were given the
night off and people took turns
reading the papers aloud to the
news-hungry crowad. It was a wild
ight and later they read the Seaf-
te PL (elling of all (he boats being,
fitted for the teip to Nome” As 4
fun (wist, we carry a copy of The
Vanenuver Sui and the Seattle P-T
andd give the papers to the city of
Mome a5 a commenmoration,

We made it it's only dawning
on e ow. Satislagtion and relief
are mixed with a tinge of sadness
Lhat this greal experience has
comie to A close. The cily slogan is
“There's no place like Nome" but,
to be homest, I'm looking forward
to heading home,
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TRIBLNE MELLY STRVICE

‘Superbug’ Warning
s A i resigrint Ssuper
! Xi b irstseen in hospitals
has mow heen obseryed
infecting healily people,
MESA, mihicillin resistant staphy-
loeoeeas aureus. normally enters
the woundsofpatients weakened by
disease or injury oflen in hospitals,
Bt o new strain thal can be s
ritted D skin contaer, and poses
risk o healthy people, has cricrpid.
Ifections first ovenrmod i e
Uipited Stdes, where theosands of
people have already been affected.
Infectons smilly appear as smes
il pesemble inscel bires, 17 oot
rrizarc properhy abscesses and boils
ean develop requiring repeated use
of oL O SUrEery.

Mutant Worm Sex

o, cientists aludving
wirnns in the highly i
digted ground of  the
Chernobyl nuclear disas
e pone have diseovered the crea-
(ures are luwing Far mone sex than
theircounterparts Hving clsewhere:
The temn of biologists frome thee
Irastiluge of Bimlomy ol the Southern
Sils 1) Sensistopol found Dt neady
a quartet of frrdiated worms are
secking out partners b reproduce
sesullyrather than asexoally, com-
pared fo about five percenl in less-
pachiosic live arcas. [t appears sexual
reproduction allows the worms 1
reamstnil their most Tadicaciialy
resistanl genes W thelr olispring,
wriviig them o better chunee oF siue
viving the harsh  eavimnmenl,
aecording 1o hiologist Cuennady
Plikaroon

A violent stropEle over
s walor supphes has
erupred hepween thirsty

Fahoens aiel residents of
citsbern Remas Isiolo District, A
soung il was Joft Bleeding after
Being aetacked by Babdons while she
wats walking baclk o her village with
e fricnds: The apparenily thirsty
haboons wiresthed: containers from
thie geirls and drank the water afler
chasitg awiy the children. Tsiolo
County Counetl Chairman Fhrahin
Halake Fayo said wild animals hie
absn momed Lo poar water Soues
usedl by residents due o e aeate
drovght plagding much of Fast
Africa, .

Tropical Cyclones

The uter rmin Bands. of

former  Lyphorn - Kujiva
ronagzhit (e rriost signili

eant rinfall thar parts of
Taiwan had received i months,
wits fesred maajor eservoies on he
island could run dey betire e usual
Tune siart of e typhonm scison,

* Tropieal storm Ani e (Tstaof
e 2003 Adlan e horricang season,
formed well off the 115 easterm
seahiord,

Pre-Monsoon Storms

A Jeast A people were
killed and - neary 2000
ijurcd Dy G severe e

mcseon storm tal de
astated pacts ol India’s northeastern
M state, Most frtalitics ovonrmed
when fiilics werd buricd omder thé
debrts of eollapsed homes. brought
dowm by Ferce winds: "The-slorms
alse Lshied newhibonring
Baneladosh. where least 16 people
wiere Tdlled, dncluding several swho

sl during the tempest,

Earthquakes

A pgmilucde AR o
roeked the wiestern Tk
ish prowinee of lemin, cans-

inge o bl panic bt fe

casualtes. The epicenter wis inthe
poswym of Ll !

» Eartlymovemnentswere alsofall

i nortlcentral Tem, northedstern

[apem o Rissin’s Kamehatka
Pepinsula.
Guangdong Twister

ve= o A mpidly mesdng souall
line in souchern China’s
Cunngtlons prevince

spawned a0 worindo that
injured at feast 29 people, aceordinge
1o the ofliein] Xinbw news agendy,
It st e bwister  damased 423
Tosnes and wreeked 7903 others: Lve
witnesses said Uhe ormadn touehied
clowwn near Leizhou City, where it
upiooted e trees, knocked down
sl s o sueked fuvniture and ofher
articles inbo the sk

Champagne Frost Losses

Uip o Tall ool Feanoe’s 20003
clampagne crop may have
Been Tost due  Jate-bea-

com frodls that produccrs
disetibed as the worst inalnost 50
vears, Larly reports said Chardoniy
ey were the worse aftected, with
aboul 80 por cent of that vintage last
e to ek cold: stap April =1L
T French Champagne Producers’
Federation i dgaril is the montlin
which Tuds burst on the viness ind
preen shoots appean aking e
mest valnendile o fros,

Foeil i vardnce oo
O iy Bevirament Service




