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Meeting the
challenges of early
spring breakup

River ice is melting and hungry grizzlies are
never far from the minds of the riders

L

. called “the portage” has existed for mil-
Kevin Vallely jiarta Nl iR
; We spend our first night at the small
Iripod Flats shelter cabin 55 ks out of

heavy wet snow that turns to a steady
rain by our departurce,

Crur day of riding i5 slow and wet as we
are engulfed ina rain storm. Toward the
end of the day the trail moves on and off
a small river with poor ice and open
holes, but our minds are elsewhere,

! We've noticed fresh tracks froma large

s grizzly that seems to be using the same
route as us. The paw prints wind back

IGEBIKERS and forth across our path and are the size

of large dinner plates. Singing at the top
of our lungs we soon find the small

town and wake the gext morning to

In the freezing cold of February, 1900, a
voung mon nomed Ed Jesson began an
amazing cyeling expedition that started in
Yutkon Territory and ended on the West
Coast of Alaska. When he rode his bicycle

Burean of Land Management shelter cab-
in ealled “Old Warnan! Taking its nume
from the 260-mette black pyramid of
rock that stands guard overat, this small
live pabvin ig nn nasis in o Bostle envint-
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him copies pf newspapers fie had packed
al the start of his trip, bringtng whot wias
thert the latest news to the residents of the
cenmmunity, Kevirl Vallely, Andy Sterns
arcd Frapek Wolf Clift o right in picture) left
Dawson City, Yukon, just over five weelks
ago amd hegan following the route Jesson
blazed, Here they are forced fo cycle
through stush, with grizzly bear tracks
wicomfortably cloge, ag spring comes ear-
lier than expected.

t's 6 o'clock in the morning and I'm

standing almost waist deep in water

somewhere in the middle of the
Unalakleet River and T can't but wonder
what I'm doing here.

A large low-pressure system exploded
in from the south, bringing extremely
warm temperatures and a deluge of rain.
Our winter landscape has become a wel
springtime marsh. The frozen frail is now
diep slush and countless creeks have
burst their banks and are running open,
bl the worst (thing of all is the overflow

Excess water in the landscape has
migrated to the river basins, where il 15
now running above the already frozen
river surface, creating a river on top of a
river with a sundwich of iee In between,
It's impossible to tell how deep it is or
whether it conceals bad ice helow, Over-
flow hias bt the coast hard and we're in
the midst of it

Things started to change the morning
we left Kaltag. A local native man told us
that a section of the Yukan River opened
up south of Galena where we had been
two days earlier and that we'd better
watch out for the grizzlies, since three
had beenshot around the comymunity in
recent davs. 10 would seem that spring has
arrived, and with a sense of uneasiness
we begin our 160-km overland journey Lo
the Bering Sea. Originally used a5 a tead-
ing ronte by the indigenous peeple of the
Interior and the coast, this part of the frail

ment. Local legend has it that-an old
wiaman lost her son and has been search-
ing for him ever since, Her walling cries
can be heard on the wind, and oceasion-
alty hier Tantern will be seei on the moun-
Luinside.

When Andy mushed Iditarod in 1995 he
becamie illat this cabinand barely made
it into Unalakleet. Feverish and confused,
he somehow made it the 80 kms into
town without shouting a single instruc-
tion to his dogs. When he recounted the
story al the checkpoint, an old man
smiled and aaid the old worman brought
him in, Tradition says that one leaves
food at the cabin for the old worman, but
the BLM forbids il beemise of Lhe bears,
We leave eoffes as a compromise.

“As I pol near the coast it grew cooler
and the tratl better until Istruck the
Linalakieat river which had two to four
inches of water running over thedce ard
here | had to walk or ride about 5 miles
doavn this little river. T fouwnd it easier and
aafer to vide the wheel bul could go only o
little faster than a walk as the hind wheel
woeddd tHhrow water all over my back when
| tried to speed up™

This excerpl from Jesson's diary Ingdi-
cates he had his own difficulties on this
final river to the coast. We [inally reach
the Bering Sea two days later than
expected and we realize now that winter
has run its course. We still have more

- than 501} kms to reach our destinagion,

and everyLhing iz melling around us,

The next week or so will be tense, as
wie will ey to move faster in deteriorat-
ing conditions, A major hurdle ahead will
b the 30-km crossing of the sea ice of
Morton Sound,

If everything goes as planned we might
be making our next installment from
Mome,

For maore information check out
wiwi bikesormince oo
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INSIDE PASSAGE SAILINGS
Vancouvar roundtrip

— Saward —Vancouver

Crmsbfitn Mormgerrent Lid B0 feg. 35350

on the MS Ryndam, Septamber 22 sailing.

ALASKA ON SALE!

GREAT RATES THROUGHOUT
THE WHOLE CRUISE SEASON!

Also ask about our 14 day Vancouver

Back to back cruise bargains!

1-800-854-9664

www.cruiseplus.ca

* NEW BOOKINGS ONLY. Price par parson based on 2 sharing an inside statercom

from only

Including port
harges & taxes!




